
English II Summer Reading Assignment  
This summer you are being asked to read the script to the classic American play: A Raisin in the Sun.   We have ordered the books, but we do not 
know when they are coming in.  Here’s a site where you can read the play for free: 
https://www.coppinacademy.org/ourpages/auto/2017/8/31/41911726/a_raisin_in_the_sun_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf   

Here’s a link to the play on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZzAxAzcGzM  or you can search: Raisin In The Sun (1989) | Danny 
Glover Esther Rolle | Directed by Bill Duke to find this version.  

 I would recommend this version because it is true to the original script.   

There is an expectation that a majority of this assignment will be completed by the first day of school, but there will be time for you to ask 
questions during the first week or so of class.   

 
Directions: Choose one item from each box to complete and turn in. Each assignment you choose to 
complete should be well-constructed and should reflect knowledge of the play. All assignments can be completed either on the computer or on 
paper.  Please email Mrs. Y if you have any questions @ cyeriaza@houstonisd.org. I will not be your teacher next year, but your teacher will be 
going through the process of getting her HISD credentials over the summer, so it will probably be easier to reach out to me.  I will forward her any 
questions with my responses, so she will be in the loop.   

20 points possible: 
-Illustrate a brochure or postcard for Clybourne Park and the Younger family’s new home. 
 
-Draw/create a “Wanted Poster” for a character from the play. What are they guilty of? Who is looking for them? 
Include a sketch of the person that matches his/her book description. 
 
-Illustrate your favorite part of the play.  Include two quotes from this scene that capture why this moment is so significant. 
-Design a book jacket with the characters, setting, and theme of the book. You cannot just copy the cover art that 
already exists. 
 
-Create a comic strip with at least 6 major events from the book. This needs to be colored and dialogue should be included. 

https://www.coppinacademy.org/ourpages/auto/2017/8/31/41911726/a_raisin_in_the_sun_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZzAxAzcGzM
mailto:cyeriaza@houstonisd.org


  30 points possible: 
All items in this column must be a minimum 

of 350 words 
-Write a script for a “lost scene” from the 
play. This will include dialogue and stage 
directions for the actors. 
 
-Create a timeline using events from the 
story. You must include at least 10 events on 
your list with page numbers of the event. 
 
-Write five interview questions for a 
character in the play, and write 
responses for the questions from the 
character’s point of view. 
 
-Write a eulogy for a character in the play. Be 
sure to write it from the POV of someone 
who knew the person. 
 
-Write a letter to a character in the play 
offering advice. What would this person be 
an expert in? 

50 points possible:  
All responses in this column must be in MLA 
formatting, at least one page, and typed. Please see 
attached rubric for more information  
-Write an analysis about the importance of the 
setting (time and place) of the play. 
How does the setting connect to the themes? Use 
at least four pieces of text evidence (quotes) to 
prove your claim. 
 
-Write an analysis of one character using at 
least four pieces of evidence (quotes). Consider 
both direct and indirect characterization. 
 
-Choose three literary devices used in the 
play. Write a paragraph to analyze the use 
of each in the novel. Provide a quote for 
each to support. (Foreshadowing, theme, 
tone, point of view, conflict, diction, and 
figures of speech) 
 
-Write an analysis of the resolution of the 
play. Make predictions about the Younger 
family future based on at least four pieces of 
text evidence (quotes). 



MLA formatting reminders for the analytical essay (50 point column):  

• include a header that follows MLA guidelines: it should be right-aligned and the # should the page number. This should 

go on every page! 

 

Last Name # 

• include a heading that follows MLA guidelines:  the heading should go only on page one:  

Your Name 

English II Pre-AP 

Ms. Boswell 

4 Aug 2022 

• include a title that reflects your assignment 

• use Times New Roman, size 12 font. 
 

• one-inch margins all around page  
 

• all text is double-spaced 
 

• Use an auto-formatter like www.easybib.com to help you create a Work Cited page if you only consult one form of the 
text or a Works Cited page if you consult multiple versions of the text 

http://www.easybib.com/


Summer Reading Analytical Essay Rubric (50 point box) 

 Exceeds– 25 Meets– 20 Developing– 15 Insufficient– 10 - 0 

Introduction 
& Main Idea 

● Introduces the author (full 
name) and the title of the work 
(italicized) 

● Gives sufficient & pointed 
background info relevant to the 
thesis 

● Is clear, focused, and specific 
● Clearly, thoroughly, and 

accurately responds to the 
entire prompt 

● Introduces the author and the 
title of the work (but not 
properly formatted) 

● Gives some background info 
relevant to the topic 

● Is mostly clear, focused, and 
specific 

● Attempts to answer the entire 
prompt 

● Introduces the author OR the 
title of the work 

● Not enough background info or 
some irrelevant info 

● Lacks clarity, focus, or 
specificity 

● Answers part of the prompt, but 
fails to address all of the prompt 

● No reference to author or work 
● No background information or 

completely irrelevant info 
● Lacks clarity, focus, and specificity 
● Does not answer the prompt 

(possibly simply restates the 
prompt) 

Body & 
Evidence & 
Commentary 

Body Paragraphs Include: 
● Topic sentence clearly 

states main idea of the 
paragraph 

● Ideas/details/evidence 
clearly support thesis 

● Creative & accurate use of 
all evidence 

Body Paragraphs Include: 
● Topic sentence states main 

idea of paragraph 
● Ideas/details/evidence 

support thesis 
● Accurate use of all 

evidence 

Body Paragraphs Include: 
● Topic sentence does not 

fully capture main idea of 
paragraph 

● Ideas/details/evidence do 
not always support thesis 

● Mostly accurate use of 
evidence 

Body Paragraphs Include: 
● Topic sentences not used 
● Ideas/details/evidence do not 

support thesis 
● Inaccurate use of evidence 

Structure & 
Mechanics 

● Paper is very well organized 
● Papers flows, using transitions 
● Presents argument in a clear 

and logical sequence 
● Completely accurate use of 

grammar 
● Variety in sentence structure 
● No spelling errors 
● Extensive variety in word 

selection 

● Paper is mostly well organized 
● Paper uses transitions 
● Presents argument in a logical 

sequence 
● Mostly accurate use of 

grammar 
● Some variety in sentence 

structure 
● Limited spelling errors 
● Variety in word selection 

● Some of the paper is well 
organized, but some areas lack 
organization 

● Paper sometimes uses 
transitions 

● Argument is sometimes 
presented logically 

● Several grammatical errors 
● Little variety in sentence 

structure 
● Some spelling errors 
● Some variety in word selection 

● Paper is not organized 
● No use of transitions 
● No logical presentation of argument 
● Too many grammatical errors 
● No variety in sentence structure 
● Too many spelling errors 
● No variety in word selection 

MLA Format ● Paper always uses proper MLA 
formatting (i.e. heading, 
margins, font, spacing, page 
numbers, & works cited) 

● All sources are properly cited 
both in the body of the paper 
and on the works cited page 

● Paper mostly uses proper MLA 
formatting (i.e. heading, 
margins, font, spacing, page 
numbers, & works cited) 

● Most sources are properly cited 
both in the body of the paper 
and on the works cited page 

● Paper seldom uses proper MLA 
formatting (i.e. heading, 
margins, font, spacing, page 
numbers, & works cited) 

● Few sources are properly cited 
both in the body of the paper 
and on the works cited page 

● Paper does not use proper MLA 
formatting 

● Sources are not properly cited in the 
body of the paper and on the works 
cited page 

 


